Application to G o p, Reformation and Unity among 
themſelves, the beſt Reſource of a Nation, on any 
threatened Invaſion, or alarming Diſtreſs : 


Enforced and Recommended in a 


DISCOUSSE 


On the FAST), by Authority appointed, 
MARCH 14, 1760. 
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TO 1 


RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 


T7 #0 M4 
Lord Biſhop of NO R NIC AH. 


My LORD, 


T is too notorious that the Place of my 
Refidence, is not the only Cure in this 
Dioceſe, where, ( notwithſtanding your 
Lordſhip's moſt vigilant Care and conde- 
ſcending Counſel to your inferior Clergy, in 
the Diſcharge of their ſacred Truſt ;) Men 
have crept in, unawares, to difturb the Faith 
of Some, and corrupt the Morals of Others ; 
to head and harden the Perverſe and Unruly, 
and lead captive the Silly and Weak-minded: 
You will therefore pardon me, if I crave the 
Sanction of your venerable Name, to patro- 
nize an Attempt to obviate à growing Evil, 
pregnant, 


11 
Pregnant, as it ſeems, with Miſchief, to the 
Annoyance of real Godlingſe, and that Chriſ- 
tian Love and Unity, which above all Things 
ought to be fludied. 


Tf this little Effort meets the Honour of a 
your Lordſhip's Approbation, and is received 3 
| as a Teftimony of Duty and Reſpe to your 
| high Chara#er ; it will be a Tribute gladly 


| Med by, 


| My LORD, 


| — —__ 4,4 ! . — the wo 
F INE. 2 TO Rn 


Tour Lornsniy's moſt dutiful, 


and obedient humble Servant, | I 


. 


Hemenhall, 
near Norwich, 
July 14, 1760. 


Joſph Parſons. 


1 


3 


TO THE 


Worthy INHABITANTS 


OF 


Hemenhall and B edingham. 


SIRS,. 


7 known Attempts of ſome buſy and upſtart 

Men, to diſturb and unſettle your Minds, and draw 
your Attention from my Miniſiry over you in the Lord; 
ought to invigorate my Endeavours to keep you from 
Falling, and by all Means, to ſeek your Eſtabliſhment in 
the Truth, and Unity of Love and Worſhip. 


To this End, the Diſcourſe compoſed for your Uſe, 
and delivered on the Day appointed by Authority for 4 
General Faſt, is at Length put into your Hands for your 

Peruſal.:- 


4 
Peruſal : That it may be kindly taken; and beneficial to 
build you up in Peace and Holineſs, is the Defire and 
hearty Prayer of, 


„ 


Your affettionate Miniſter, 


end humble Servant, 


"= 42 0 
July 14, 1766. WAL 7 


* 


2 Kincs XIX. 19. 


Wow therefore, O Lord our God, I beſeech 
thee, ſave thou us out of his Hand, that 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth may know 
that thou art the Lord God, even thou 


wary O obſerve Piety and Goodneſs inter- 

mixed with Greatneſs, may ſeem. rare, 
and, indeed, ſeldom met with in the 
Hiſtory of Perſonages of higheſt Rank. 
To find this Goodneſs diſtreſſed, with- 
out Human Reſource, and in the utmoſt Danger, 


from an irreligious and cruel Oppretſr, muſt occa- 
fion melancholy and pathetic Reflections :. 


Bur, 


ds Gan and Haran, Rezeph and Eden. 


RS i 


Bu r, to ſee a Prince in the Temple of his Gop, 


with Hands and Eyes lifted up unto Him that well 


eth in the Heavens; a Heart alſo anxious, becauſe 
of jeopardy to himſelf and People, from the Mena- 
ces and powerful Armaments of a near approach Wel 
and ravaging Invader, will afford a very fal 
edrfying Scene; to teach, That the Sea on Earth 
may be in Circumſtances to need, and to aſk Help 
from Above; and, that the loweſt of the Sons of 
Men have Example from the higheſt, to ſeek unto 
Gop in their ns 


Wr read, previous to my Text, that Hezekiab was 


a good King, put his Truſt in the _ clave unto 
Him, and kept his Commandments. 5 


_ His great Piety and Worth did not exempt him 
from Enemies. The King of Afyria conceived 
Umbrage againſt him, (poſſibly, becauſe of the Zeal 
and Attachment he ſhewed, to promote the Honour 
and Welfare of his own liege and faithful Subjects.) 
However, this wiſe and pacific Prince thought ex- 
pedient to make ſome Conceſſions, and offer Terms 
of Peace, rather than involve his Subjects in a ruin- 
ating, expenſiye War, with an Enemy who had 
given terrible Evidences of his Power and Fury, in 
the Places and Countries he had thought fit to attack, 
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Tus Overtures for Peace and Accommodation, 
received no other Return from the haughty Aggreſ- 
ſor and fierce Deſtroyer, than bitter and blaſphemous 
Reproaches, with the ſpeedy March of a great' Hoſt, 
an immenſe Number of armed Forces againſt Jeru- 
falem, the Metropolis and Seat of the Kings of Judah. 


Wuar was to be done on this alarming Emer- 
gency? doubtleſs all prudential Methods were uſed 
that could be thought on, to prevent this ſavage 
and domineering Enemy from executing his extir- 
minating and evil Purpoſe, of deſtroying, or elſe 
driving the Natives from their Lands, to make room 
for Strangers and Foreigners, and to introduce a 
corrupt and falſe Religion, where had been the Tem- 
ple of the Loxp, and his true Worſhip, under legal 
Prieſts and really inſpired Prophets, hitherto main 
tained. | 


Trex ſacred Hiſtory doth not inform us of Am- 
baſſadors, ſent to diftant Parts to hire Troops, or 
purchaſe Alliances, to augment their Strength againſt 
the Day of Battle; nor do we find that the Subjects 
were in a Hurry to put themſelves in Aray and Poſ- 
ture of Defence, as if in the Wiſdom and Arm of 


Fleſh only was Security. 


B SILENCE 


4 


' SILENCE was the n Word given to the 


People, to quell the firſt rude Attack of Reproaches 
from the Aſſailants, and a Detachment of Nobles 
diſpatched to the Prophet of the Lon p; while the 
afffoined and afflicted Prince, great and happy in 
his Humiliation, . rent his Clothes, covered himſelf 
with Sackcloth, and went up into the Houſe of the 
LokD, and ſpread before the LoxD the taunting 
Letter and Meſſage he had received from the im- 
pious Adverſary; and prayed before the Loxp in 
moſt vehement and expreſſive Language. (See 2 Kin. 
XIX. 15 to 19.) Now therefore, O LoRD our Gop, I 
beſeech thee ſave thou us out of his Hand, that all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth may know that thou art the LoRD 
Gop, even thou only. 


WE * here Words put into our Mouths, dic- 
tated no doubt by the Spirit of Gop, very ſuitable 
to our preſent State, and the Occaſion of our ſolemn 
Meeting: Let us beſeech the Lox p to prepare our 
Hearts to offer them with like holy Diſpoſition, Faith: 
and Fervency. 


Wr may very reaſonably, and to our Edification 
and Comfort, conclude with ourſelves, that if we 
do indeed deſire to have our Devotion before the 
Lox accepted, and our Prayers now favourably 


heard, as were thoſe of this good Prince; it concerns 


us 


4 
1 
5. 
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[ x2 ] 


us to imitate his Example, and be zealous for the 
Loxp, ſteady in the Temple-worſhip, or Form of 
Miniſtration eſtabliſhed ; and carefully to do reſpec- 
tively our Parts, to diſcountenance and root out ido- 
latrous Superſtition, and check the miſchievous Steps 
of thoſe, who ſet up novel and ſtrange Worſhip, and 
ſeparate themſelves from the Truth and Union, 
which the Goſpel came to inculcate and maintain. 


Or this pious and great Man, we read expreſsly, 
that he did that which was right in the Sight of the 
LorD;” he removed the High Places erected for ſepa- 
rate and ſchiſmatical Worſhip, brake the Ima- 
ges, and cut down the Groves: He truſted in the LoRÞ 
Go of Iſrael, be clave unto Him, and departed not from 

follnoing Him, but kept His Commandments ; and the 
Loxp was with him, and he proſpered. 


II is worthy Remark, that we find no Sin branded, 
in the Old Teſtament, with greater Reproach and at- 
tended with heavier Puniſhment. to the Jus, than 
to revolt from the Temple-worſhip eſtabliſhed at Je- 
ruſalem, and by the Law of Moſes provided for. 
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f Ir is likewiſe a great Fault and Misfortune, for 
: Chriſtians under the Goſpel-diſpenſation, to be di- 


vided and multiplied into ſeparate Communions. 


{ xz] 


Sore are Advocates for Superſtition, Idolatry 
and Wilkworſhip; Others run into the contrary Ex- 


profeſs and are engaged in the middle Way; which, 
i we perſevere to walk in, we ſhall find 
our latter End happy, through the Mercies of our 
Lonp Jasus CnrisT ; who hath called us with a holy 
Calling, to believe in His Name, to obey and wor- 
flip Him wich pure Minds, in Peace, Unity, _ 
Love. 


Ir is not, my Brethren, a light Thing to ſeparate 
and make Diviſions in the-Church: (une 


Tur Apoſtle'$t Paul gives in 8 and makes. 


it.of great Conſequence, to mark thoſe who cauſe Divi- 
an and aveid them, Rom, xvi. 17. 


8 the Fate of Korah, I as 
Aram, who made Diſſention, and withdrew them- 
felves from Obeiſance and Regard to the Lon p's 
en Numb. XVI 2 


Never en 40; in your Minds the great Sin of Je- 


roboam, who'is/ftigmatized im the holy Volume, with 
making uel to ſin; ſetting up Calves in Dan and 
Berbel; deluding the People with falſe and corrupt 
2 of Worſhip, ordaining the loweſt for Prieſts, 

and 


treme of Licentiouſneſs, or vain Enthufiaſm : We 
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[x3] 
and drawing the Attention of the Populace he had 
uſurped Dominion over, from the Duty and Wor- 
ſhip by Gop himſelf eſtabliſhed in Ferwſalem. 


Wuar, moreover, was the Burden- and Tenor 
of the Charge, pronounced by the Lorp's Prophets 
againſt the Sons of T1/-ael.? But that they groſsly fol- 
lowed their own. Inventions, ſet up ſtrange Forms of 
Worſhip, and forſook the Logp and his Ordinances, 
which they and their Fathers had covenanted to fol- 
low. 


nos all this; what doth our Lon d Carisr, the 
laſt and great Prophet, ſo ſolemnly enforce to all his 


Diſciples and Followers, as Love and Union ? 


Ir was: his principal Legacy, the diſtinguiſhing 
Token and Characteriſtic of them who are really. 
His, to live in Unanimity and Love. By this, ſay 


His holy and infallible Lips, ſhal, all Men know that 


ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one another. How can 
they love, who will not unite in the ſame. Worſhip? 
They muſt, as we find they do, preſume highly of 
themſelves, ſecretly deſpiſe and judge hardly of others, 
whom they will not accompany to the Houſe of Gap, 


and the eſtabliſhed Miniltrations,of Religian. 


Ir any are moved to think (acconding to the Speech 
and Manner of ſome) that there is no Aſſembly, of 
| Saints, 


[ 14 } 


Saints, no Edification by the Word, no praying by 
the Spirit, no Communion with Gop and CHRIST, 
but in the Places and under the Men and Obſeryan- 
ces of their own chooſing; they will be apt to con- 
demn and find Fault with thoſe of a different Way, 
and perhaps of better and more = — — 
5 themſelves. 19571 


bg Tuts muſt neceſſarily produce Shyneſs and Heart- I 


burning, want of mutual Civility and good Offices, 
to the Hurt and Damage of both; as well as plainly 
contrary. to the Will and Injunction of Him, who is 
LorD over and Saviour of all, who are ſtudious to 
follow his . Meekneſs, and Love. 


He laid don his Life for all, that all Men might 


unite in one holy Faith, Commumon, and Fellow- 


ſhip; with one Heart and Voice ſerving Gop, and 
doing Good to one another, as we are united in one 
bleſſed Hope, and ſeek for the ſame heavenly Inheri- 


tance. 


Tux true Servant of CyrisT is humble, exalteth 
not himſelf, is not puffed. up with fancied Revela- 


da: will follow and bear 4 be directed by thoſe 


who have the Sanction of public 0 Suc- 
ceſſion, and Claim from ChRIiSsT and his Apoſtles to 
have the Rule over, and miniſter unto, Him in the 
Ann: Will not ſay he hath the Spirit, or is led by 

5 12 


1 


the Spirit, without being able to give better Proof of 
the Spirit, than his own bold Affirmation and Word, 
or the wild Cry and Imagination of Thoſe, who ſhut 
their Eyes againſt the Light, and plain Doctrines of 
Truth and Holineſs, to court Deluſion and Error. 


Is CnRISTH divided, hath he Concord with the In- 
fidel and Profane, or thoſe of a private, perverſe and 
unruly Spirit? If we belong to CarisT, are indeed 
living Members of His Body, we ſhall ſtudy to pre- 
ſerve Unity of Spirit in the Bond of Peace, to have 
Communion and Fellowſhip with all, who call on 


the Name of the Loxp- Jesvs, 


Wr Chriſtians through Pride of Imagination, 
ſeparate and diſunite, they break themſelves from 
the Church, and Body of Him in whom we are 
called to be guided and enlivened by the ſame Spirit; 
they become as Branches cut off and torn from the 
ſpiritual Vine, and can no longer bring forth Fruit, 


but are fitted for burning. 


Ir is neceſſary to ay, and. preſs upon your Minds, 
the Conſideration of theſe Things; to encourage 
Stedfaſtneſs and holy Union among ourſelves. Be- 
cauſe there is a Spirit gone out into the World, reſt- 
leſs and buſy to divide us, and it is to be feared, in 
ſome Sort occaſioned through our own Fault; our 


nütle Regard to live according to the. pur port and. 


Rules 


rr 2 85 f 8 fr12que2 d 904 
3 no gs Fa 
againkt itſelf cannot 1 55 RT 5 the, more We 1220 
rate; diſput and contend one with.another, the ka- 
fier Prey ſhall.-we become. to the common Enemy 
and.tnvadec, Who hath ray at work, 
6 0 cool 
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cw uach 10 217 3 rsd 5 | 

Ir they who attempt Inviovations, and naks Di- 
Miſions, though with ever fo ſpecious and godly a 
Pretence, are not in fact ſet on Work from Hell and 
the covert Agents of the wieked One, the pri 
Author of Confuſion and e Oppoſition, (which 
I-wouldunwillingly believe, did not their ſpir 
Pride, their preſumptive and bold Speeches, 8 
Words, and lewd Actions, openty, proved: and ma- 
nifeſt; too plainly beſpeak their Connection: 5 They 
are yet, it is certain, whether they conſider it or not, 
ſexxing the Purpoſe and effectually anſwering. the 
Wiſk of thoſe, who mean nothing leſs, than to de- 
roy, and rob us of our Place and Op that we 
F d G9 RP FT 
e cow eee 1 


e wok .* IWO 
e | 
4100 


Ir ye 19 5 -Oh y into Secs «a Ee Tate; 
110 ſufficient | 
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how, ſhall we form n of Wiſdom And 


T 29 } 


ſufficient to encounter the Oppoſition which i is aim- 
ing to overturn all our Marks and Boundaries, hoth 
civil ant religious, and to bring upon us an Inunda- 
tion of Popiſn Super ſtition, and arbitrary Tyranny ? 
If Danger will not engage us to lay aſide the Work- 
ings of a private Spirit, and to unite in one common 
Cauſe, the Cauſe of our Gop, and the Cauſe of our 
Country, we ſhall deſerve: to he given up into the 
Hands of the Enemy, as a People bereaved of Coun- 
ſel; whom the Lon p hath forſaken, and left to fol- 
low the Devices and Naur of their Ruin, 


en nod 1 at length awaken us to avert 
"this deſperate and ſore Evil, by caſting away our 
Sins, our 1 fooliſh and vain Deluſions, our unreaſona- 
ble and groundleſs Diſſentions, and turning and ſeek- 
ing Him unanimouſly and faithfully, in the good 
and right Way, which he hath hitherto, and. we 
truſt, will alwa Nun and 0 in, both 1 to 


Fon our further . and nner 
it may be of moment to reoollect and revolve. in 
our Minds the ſtriking Inſtances of this Pattern of 
Piety and Devotion, here ſet before us; and ſurely 
it concerns us, to give all Diligence, to find out our 
own Deficiencies and Miſtakes, and gladly to,amend 
them, u En ſo great a Scripture Example, and fuch 
urgent Cal and Neceſſity as now offers, that we 
1 O * 


may 


[387 

ay tikewiſe meet with the fame happy Succeſs 
and Iſſue to our Humiliation, Faſting and Prayer, 
in che Overtlitow/ and Diſappointment of the Schemes 
the Enemy, at this Juncture ſveking with a ſtrong 
2 and invade us. gon ee en 
F194 L NON St i144 4 Mp ERC 

Ir we examine the whole Tranſaction, 
cas ſet forth in the Chronicles of the Kings of Hull, 
n xxix, 38, &te. we fhall find, that no H- 
tory ear furriſmi out a more authentic and conſpi- 
"enous Inſtance of Unanimiity in Prince and People, 
to forward the good Work of Reformation and Re- 
-eovery of the true Worſhip of Go; nor do we any 
where meet with a more ſignal tion of Pro- 
'vidence” and gracious Dehyerance wrought for any 
People, than was at that Time manifeſted to the In- 
habitants of in their Diſtreſs, and perplexed 
Fear f the Enemy, by eutting off the rauaging ant 
numerous Hoſt of Semadtersd, in poſſeſſion of their 


ary org at ine Gates of -their:Metropolis. | 


M1 1 IN. 11 1H 


wit I the: very Height of ther Apprebentions of a 


ertible -mnptnding: Storm the Agel -of che LoxD 


went der W. Wee e. e N 


Hor, anda the le tyre el. 
2 500% 18 e 


4 - * 9 * 
SY. 100%! Js £ ok DL T1 FLU 


* — 3 
4 oF... 1 1 : 1 WR | N 
es ne but eb 1:5: 
7 
wEMY : 


7 


Wir may not expect ſuch miraculous and eminent 
Inerpoſition, i in our preſent Danger, but are plainly 
taught, That our Gon is not faithfully ſought to in 

vain, that Humiliation and Repentanee, Faith and 
Prayer, when ſtrong and ſincere, art offeftual to 
* with the Man High. 1 

a! 


: e e nige andere. manage ths 
— at this, or any other Occaſion, our temporal 
Deliverance; yet, by turning to Him with all our 
Hearts, we ſhall eſtabliſh our eternal Peace, which 
is more precious than the Quiet and Enjoy ments 
all the Kingdoms and Powers on Barth can beſtow. 
— ver cealed, and we may not en- 
A e ee 
Ln | ; 103% 


-Gopd'ls winks * a 3 His Truth 
eftabliſhed ; it is a vain Preſumption to look for any 
ſignal and immediate Interpoſition from Himſelf, to 
call and convert our Souls unto Him. If Men hear 
not Moſes and tlie Prophets, nor will be guided by 
the ordinary Offices and regular Miniſters of Reli- 
gion, neither will chey be perſuaded, nor have they 
Authority pe Inſpiration and Miracles; or 
Mleſſengers from the Dead, n 

them. „ K (40 
C-2 SOME 
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Sons ef weak and vain Minds may think other- 
wiſe, but let us walk ag we have the plain intelligi- 
ble Word of Go for a Rule, and not give heed to 
Dreatns,; and Fables, arid* ſtrong Delifions, which 
2 rather than true and ſo- 

Piety, or any real ee from ee 
10 elswod' sd ni i badieent ! ow? an enn 
Braten the Example of eigen and good King 
in the Text, we have the Command, Example too, 
of our own pious and moſt gracious Sovereign: A 
Tecond!"Fhzykiah to his People, equally: adhered to 
and) beloved by them, and what is —.— all, 
we hope, equalhy dear to his Go pDI by Fa 
Repentance: and Prayer to ſeek to the Low! for 
Defence and Deliwerance, in this Time of Dur- 
ger, Expence, Bloodſhed and Trouble. An inve- 
terate and towering Enemy hath been long making 
Travock and pouring forth'Blood/in'the Territories 
ail Borders of our doſezconnefted Allies, and even 


threatened wirh TIENES, our own 


—— ar: geen 
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$634 nnr het thick Things) and other Wartiings we 


(hab Hadftom the Powers of Heaven, move us to 
tall 0ur-0wn Ways to Remembrance, to ptit away 
the Evil:of Sur Doings; and be converted with Ih- 

beat Heart, to ay unto new 155 1 0 
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Ov Guilt and great Offences, our Unprofitable- 
neſs under Judgments and Mercĩes, our Luke-warnt- 
neſs and Neglect to walk by, and live up to the beſt. 
Worſhip in the World eſtabliſbed, hath brought the 
Wrath of Gon upon us, to cauſe Diviſions at Homie, 
to raiſe up Enemies abroad, who have long 
drawn the Sword, and ſheathed it in the Bowels of 
too e of our dear n and mene 
ene 4 


51 12 4 1 10 

F Gon | a n Ahe the Effuſion of Chriſtian | 
Blood will ceaſe, or how long our Strength and Trea- 
ſure will hold, to be able to make a Stand; that our- 
ſelves, our Wives and our little Ones, and all that is 
e become not a to neee 


i Tus Almighty: hath ae he be L 
given us many Advantages over the Enemy, not 
that we ſhould be more ſecure, and continue in Sin, 
hut that his mereiful Goodneſs may lead us to more 


perfect Repentance, a thorough Senſe of his Power, 
and Love of his Mercy, to own our Dependence up- 


on Him, and make it the, Delight, and Buſineſs of 
our Souls, by. a. holy Walking and ſtedſaſt Faith in 
his Son Jrsus CHRIST, to be of tbe Mymbengs theſe 


WT 3 £5 


Enemy, and deliver from any bitter Deſtruction, ei⸗ 
ther temporal or eternal. 


To 


221 


Je eloſe all, if we ealmly reflect on what we have 
hessd, and ferieully confider the threatening Situa- 
tion we are in, we may well conclude the Neceſſit) 
of, a ſteady Union in our religious Profeſſion, and 
thorough Zeal. and Integrity to ſerve the Lon. | 

1 

Nen Tr is 40 Schiſmatics from area Wor- 
ſhip; are, in tlie ſtrong and expreſſive Language of 
holy Scripture, , branded as Perſons who go a whoring 
after their own Inventions; and ſurely, this cannot be 
either for. their Reputation, their Peace, or their 
Profit; nor is any genuine Mark of their Underſtand- 


OPT, Diſpoſition. — 
Feine tl 


"To balt betweeh Cuff Ad Beal to be dieided, 
which to bow down to and follow, our Pleaſures aid 
the Intereſts of this World, or to provide wiſely and 
effectually for a better to come; to be indifferent and 
Men in the Love and der vice of our God, is 
not the Way to obtain His Approbation and "hos 
8 na en — 


1 writs all our earlieſt and our W 
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Hx is not a Man, that he ſhould lic, or deceive 
thoſe who call upop Him, and put their Truſt 3 in His 
Mexcy; Nar cap He he deceived by hypocritical and 
formal Application and Approach, put on in A0 Face 
of the Congregation, and the very Pretence to Devo· 


tion and Seriouſnels laid aſide as ſoon as WE depart 
hence, 


Ou whole Hearts muſt be with Him, and con- 
verted unto Him, from henceforthito ſerve Him faith- 
fully, if we mean that He ſhould be our Helper, our 
Rock and our Refuge. Our unaffected Love and 
ſincere Attachment to the Honour of His Name and 
Laws, is the only Homage, Tribute and Ofen 
He will accept. 


Tuis bounden Duty and reaſonable Service, with 
one Conſent of Mind and Voice, let us pray to be 
enabled: to-render to Him that is powerful, holy, 
and good: For, conſider how great Things are at 
Stake, not only our Lives, our Libetties, our Pro- 
perties, our Country, and all our deareſt Connecti- 
ons are at this Juncture threatened, but even our very 
Souls are in jeopardy, and nothing elſe can ſecure: 
their Welfare. but the Peace and loving Kindneſs of 
our heavenly Father, our Redeetner and Gop; which 
He of His infinite Mercy vouchſafe us to obtam, 
through our LoxD and. Saviour Ixsus CHRIST. 
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